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Panel :  1-3pm



 
 

David George Gordon

 

David  George  Gordon  has  over  20  years  of  exper ience  and  i s

the  award -winning  author  of  The  Eat -a -Bug  Cookbook ,  The

Sasquatch  Seeker ’s  F ie ld  Manual  and  18  other  t i t les .  He  i s

a l so  The  Bug  Chef   —  he ’s  brought  his  exot ic  cuis ine  to  the

Explorers  Club ,  The  Smithsonian ,  Microsof t  and  Ripley ’s

Bel ieve  I t  or  Not !  museums  in  Hol lywood  and  T imes  Square

and  appeared  on  Conan  O ’Br ien ,  James  Corden  and  The

View .  The  Bug  Chef  creates  cul inary  masterp ieces  us ing

ants ,  grasshoppers ,  water  bugs ,  cent ipedes ,  scorp ions  and

the i r  kin .

Taylor Weiss

Tay lo r  Wei s s  i s  an  as s i s t an t  pro fe s so r  i n   the  Env i ronmenta l

and  Resou rce  Management  (ERM )  prog ram  a t  Ar i zona  Sta te

Un i ve r s i t y  (ASU ) .  He  i s  a  member  o f  The  Po l y techn i c  Schoo l

(TPS )  and  the  Ar i zona  Cente r  f o r  Algae  Techno logy  and

Innova t i on  (AzCAT I ) .  He  conduc t s  r e sea rch  i n  the  des ign  and

imp lementa t i on  o f  a lgae  conso r t i a  f o r  sus ta inab le

b iop roduc t i on  and  the  deve lopment  o f  spec t ro scop i c  too l s

and  p la t fo rms  neces sa r y  f o r  a lga l  s tudy .  Tay lo r  comple ted

spec i a l i zed  t r a in ing  i n  B iophys i c s  whi l e  ea rn ing  h i s  Ph .D .

s tudy ing  the  molecu la r  b io logy  and  b iochemi s t r y  o f  the

hyd roca rbon -produc ing  a lga  Bot r yococcus  braun i i .  He

comple ted  a  pos tdoc  a t  the  Wash ing ton  Un i ve r s i t y  i n  St .

Lou i s  pr imar i l y  f ocus ing  on  the  u l t r a s t ruc tu re  and

b iochemi s t r y  o f  a lga l  ce l l  wal l s .  Pr io r  to  j o in ing  ASU ,  he  a l so

comple ted  a  pos tdoc  a t  Mich igan  Sta te  Un i ve r s i t y  des ign ing

a  photosyn the t i c  a lgae -bac te r i a  conso r t i a  f o r  the

b iop roduc t i on  o f  PHB ,  a  b iop la s t i c  precu r so r .

Event Speakers



 
 

March  of  graduates
 
Opening  Prayer
 
Speech  by  the  pres ident

1 1 :00  AM  -  12 :00  NN

Commencement  Exerc ises

Major  in  Archi tecture

Major  in  Inter ior  Des ign

Major  in  Mult imedia  Arts

Major  in  Fashion  Des ign

12 :00  NN  -  3 :00  PM

Oath  Taking
 
Speech  by  the  Magna  Cum  
 
Clos ing  Prayer

3 :00  PM  -  5 :00  PM

David Rosenstein
A thought leader , grower and innovator in the urban agriculture space

since 2010 . He founded several other ventures including OurFoods , a

nonprofit Social enterprise dedicated to urban ag education , training

and developing pathways to work in and around our food system . He

developed a K-16 educational platform called Art & Science of

Aquaponics that is being taught throughout CA from public schools to

USC , UCLA Extension and the San Francisco County Jail . He is an expert

in hydroponic and aquaponic . He developed Nano Farms  , a product

line of recreational/educational scaled aquaponic and hydroponics

systems that grow the most amount of food in the least amount of

space . His work has been recognized by all levels of government

including the White House (Office of Science and Technology Policy)

under the Obama Administration . He has lectured at a broad range of

settings including USDA , CDFA , USGBC , universities , design institutions ,

and his kids elementary school . David is the Vice Chairman Emeritus of

the Aquaponics Association . He also has served on the Aquaponics

Subcommittee for California Fish and Wildlife , and the Urban Ag

committee for the Los Angeles Food Policy Council .

Gustavo Plascencia
Gustavo  i s  the  General  Manager  of  Sustainabi l i ty  for  Dining

Services ,  at  the  Univers i ty  of  Cal i fornia ,  Rivers ide .   He  oversees

the  Special  Project  sector  of  dining ,  focusing  on  work  place

safety ,  food  safety ,  and  sustainabi l i ty .

Radu is an Adjunct Assistant Professor (Research) of Biological

Sciences at UCS Dana and David Dornsife ,  College of Letters ,  Arts and

Sciences .  He is a world renowned scientist and educator with thirty

years of experience in the areas of ecology ,  microbiology ,  redox

geochemistry ,  and physiology .    He is the lead researcher on several

River Road Research (RRR) projects .  RRR developed technologies

that allow to sustainably convert food waste into a protein source

useful in poultry and aquaculture feed formulations ,  but can also be

used for microalgae production .  Dr .  Popa 's published scholarly work

on the origins of life ,  life in extreme environments ,  and

extraterrestrial life .    He has contributed to several Mars missions

through his work at NASA and the Jet Propulsion Laboratory .

Radu Popa

TM



 
 

Robert Jinkerson 

 

Robert  J inkerson  i s  an  ass i s tant  professor  in

the  Department  of  Chemica l  and

Env i ronmenta l  Engineer ing  and  a  cooperat ing

facul ty  member  in  Botany  and  Plant  Sc iences

at  the  Univers i ty  of  Cal i forn ia ,  Rivers ide .  His

group  i s  broadly  interested  in  algae  and  plants

because  these  photosynthet ic  organisms  have

huge  economic  and  env i ronmenta l  importance .

His  research  a ims  to  make  fundamenta l

d iscover ies  about  the  bio logy  of  these

organisms  and  then  use  th is  knowledge  to

engineer  so lut ions  to  problems  in  the  f ie lds  of

energy ,  food ,  and  the  env i ronment .  Current

pro jects  in  the  lab  inc lude  funct ional  genomics

in  green  algae  and  engineer ing  tomatoes  fo r

the  space  s tat ion .


